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MARI NE CORPS ORDER 1650. 46

From Conmandant of the Marine Corps
To: Di stribution List

Subj: ANDREWJ. H I GA NS, EUGENE M STONER, AND DONALD
ROEBLI NG AWARDS FOR ACQUI SI TON | NNOVATI ON AND
EXCELLENCE

Encl: (1) Background information on M. Andrew J. Higgins,
M. Eugene M Stoner, and M. Donal d Roebling
(2) Format Cui dance for Subm ssion of Nom nations

1. Mssion. To provide eligibility criteria and subm ssion
procedures for the subject awards.

2. Situation. The Commander, Marine Corps Materiel Comrmand
(Systens Command) and the Marine Corps Association will present
the Andrew J. Higgins, Eugene M Stoner and Donal d Roebling awards
for Acquisition Excellence and I nnovation annually. Three awards
are presented: the Higgins Award will be presented to a Marine
Corps Oficer; the Stoner Award will be presented to a Marine
Corps Staff Noncomm ssioned Oficer; and the Roebling Award w ||
be presented to a Marine Corps civilian acquisition professional
enpl oyee, who at the tine of their nom nations are serving in
ground acquisition billets. The awards serve to recogni ze
personnel for their superior professional excellence and/or

i nnovation in pursuit of acquisition, fielding and/or support of
systens and equi pnent to the operating forces (enclosure (1)).

3. Eligibility

a. Al Mrine Corps officers and SNCOs serving in designated
ground acquisition billets during the prior cal endar year who are
nom nated for the award based on the recomendati on of his/her
super vi sor.

b. Al governnent civilian acquisition professionals currently
enpl oyed by the Marine Corps, and noninated for the award based on
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t he recommendati on of his/her supervisor for service during the
prior cal endar year.

b. Previous award recipients are ineligible for subsequent
nom nations for these awards. Award nom nees not sel ected as
recipients in previous years are eligible for subsequent
nom nations if they still neet all award criteri a.

4. Award Criteria

a. Mrines and civilian professionals recomended for the
Hi ggins, Stoner, and Roebling awards shoul d be recogni zed by
seni ors, peers, and subordinates as individuals who best exenplify
superior acquisition acumen within an appropriate acquisition
managemnment environnment.
b. Nom nees must clearly performthe functions required in
t he execution of one of the recognized acquisition career fields
as listed bel ow
(1) Program Managenent
(2) Acquisition Logistics
(3) Test and Eval uation
(4) Manufacturing and Production
(5) Contracting
(6) Budgeting, Cost Estimating, and Fi nanci al Managenent
(7) Auditing
(8) Communi cations — Conputer Systens
(9) Purchasing

(10) Systens Pl anni ng, Research, and Engi neering

(11) Industrial Property Managenent.

c. Nom nees nust exhibit innovation and a superior know edge
and under standi ng of Marine Corps, Departnent of the Navy, and
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Departnent of Defense, systens acquisition procedures and
requi renents in support of the overall acquisition process.

d. Nom nees nust have made significant and specific
contributions, and/or docunented achievenents in the furthering of
progrant program support activities leading to the acquisition,
fielding and/ or support of systens and equi pnent to the operating
forces.

e. Nom nees, through both personal and professional exanple,
nmust be seen as setting the standards, which others will seek to
enmul ate in the conduct of their professional activities and career
devel opnment goal s.

f. The award covers the cal endar year inmmedi ately preceding
t he nom nati on due date.

g. Marines nom nated for the Hi ggins and Stoner awards nust
not have tendered their resignation, applied for retirenent, or
have an End of Active Service before 1 Septenber of the cal endar
year in which they are nom nated.

5. Selection. The recipients will be selected by the Conmandant
of the Marine Corps (CMO).

6. Presentation. The Commander, Marine Corps Materiel Comrmand
(Systens Command) will present the Hi ggins, Stoner and Roebling
awards at an appropriate cerenony, sponsored by Marine Corps
Systens Conmmand and the Marine Corps Association, or by the
nom nating unit. Should any recipient be transferred prior to
receiving their award, the presentation will be nmade at the

j oi ning command by the Conmander, Marine Corps Materiel Conmand
(Systens Conmmand) .

7. Execution

a. Marine Corps Systens Command, on behal f of Marine Corps
Mat eri el Conmmand, will convene a board of senior officers and
civilians fromw thin Systens Conmand to review the nom nees’
records, vote, and rmake appropriate reconmendations to the
Conmander .

b. Witten nom nations nmust be in the format outlined in
enclosure (2). Include the nom nating organi zation’s address,
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poi nt of contact, phone nunber, and point of contact e-nail
addr ess.

c. Nomnations will be submtted annually to the Commander,
Mari ne Corps Systens Command (Attn: Ofice of the Staff
Secretary) to arrive no later than 15 March. The awards will be
presented during June of the sane year.

8. Applicability. This Oder is applicable to the Marine Corps

Reserve

B. M LOIT
By direction

DI STRIBUTI ON:  PCN 10202253400

Copy to: 8145001 (1)
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BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON ON
ANDREW J. H GG NS, EUGENE M STONER, AND DONALD RCEBLI NG

Andrew J. Higgins. Andrew J. Higgins began designing and buil di ng
boats to support his lunber exporting business in the 1920’ s.
In 1926 he designed the shallow draft “Eureka” boat with a
spoonbi || bow for trappers and oil drillers working in the
bayous of Louisiana. The characteristics of both the bow and
the hull enabled the boat to operate in as little as one foot
of water, to be easily run up on river banks, and to retract
easily fromriver banks. M. Higgins repeatedly offered the
boat to the Navy’'s Bureau of Ships, but was rebuffed until
the Marine Corps Equi pnment Board, under Brigadi er General
Emi |l e Mdses, took an interest in his proposals. Wth the
support of the Marine Corps, Higgins designs were accepted
after rigorous testing and becane the prototype for the
Landing Craft variants, Landing Craft Vehicles and Personnel
(LCVP) and Landing Craft Mechani zed (LCM used during World
War Il. In addition to |anding craft, his conpany al so
manuf actured a wide array of war material, from powered gun
turrets to torpedo tubes. After the war, M. Hi ggins
concentrated on production of small boats and new types of
buil ding materials, but he is best renenbered for his
contributions to the war effort, many nade at his own
expense, and for his innovations in manufacturing nethods
whi ch cut production tinme on many itens which were vital to
vi ctory.

Eugene M Stoner. Eugene M Stoner was the innovative designer
of the Armalite rifle. He joined Colt in 1959, where he
concei ved what becanme known as the Stoner System
subsequent |y devel oped by the Cadillac Gage Conpany. This
i nnovative and ingenious idea consisted of fifteen basic
assenblies fromwhich any one of a conplete fam |y of weapons
can be assenbled. The basic unit is a receiver with bolt,
return spring, gas piston and trigger nechanism Onto this
basic unit can be grafted different |engths of barrel,
different butt stocks, different feed systens, so as to
configure up six weapons — an assault rifle, a submachine
gun, a nmgazine-fed |ight machine gun, a belt-fed |ight
machi ne gun, a tripod-nounted heavy machi ne gun, and a fixed
heavy machi ne gun for use in tanks. Al of the weapons used
t he sane gas-piston operating system The Stoner 62 and 63
systens were the first small arnms to be chanbered for the

ENCLOSURE (1)
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NATO 5. 56mm cartridge. The belt-fed |ight machi ne gun was
adopted by the Marine Corps as the XM207, and was used during
the Vietnam War. Design innovation and commonality of parts
for inproved | ogistics and mai ntenance supportability are
hal | marks of the Stoner Fam |y of Arns.

Donal d Roebling. Donald Roebling devel oped the first tracked
anphi bi an vehicle in the aftermath of the great Florida
Hurri cane of Septenber 1935. His father, a renowned bridge
buil der, had commented as to how such a vehicle could have
saved many |ives during and i medi ately follow ng the
di saster. So, at age 28, Donal d Roebling acted on his
father’s idea. H's early work was highlighted in the Cctober
1937 issue of Life Magazine, where Marine Corps and Navy
officers who were interested in finding a capability for
| andi ng troops during anphi bi ous assault operations noticed
it. Marine Corps officers contact with M. Roebling resulted
in his early innovations such as the use of alumnumin the
hul | design to reduce wei ght and achi eve hi gher water speeds,
and devel opnment of uni que paddle-like cleats bolted to the
track to derive propulsion fromthe track in the water as
well as on land. Although the Chief of Naval Operations
cited a lack of funds to pursue the Roebling “Alligator”, as
it was known, the Marine Corps Equi prent Board under
Brigadi er General Emi|le Moses, the earliest predecessor of
today’s Marine Corps Systens Command, persisted in
di scussions with M. Roebling, who agreed to design an

Alligator with “mlitary characteristics”. The sum of

$20, 000 was allocated fromthe Navy' s Bureau of Ships for the
effort. It is interesting to note that M. Roebling used
only $16,000 to build his nodel — and spent considerable tine

and effort attenpting to return the unused $4000, which he
eventually was able to acconplish. Subsequent Navy and
Marine Corps vehicle resulted in the final principal

nmodi fication, which was a departure fromthe use of al um num
hull's in favor of an all-steel anphibian. The first all-
steel vehicle came off the assenbly line in July 1941,

Marines were trained, and the 1°' Anphi bian Tractor Battalion
was formed as a part of the 1°' Marine Division on 16 February
1942.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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FORVAT FOR SUBM SSI ON OF Bl OGRAPHI CAL
| NFORMATI ON, SUMVARY OF PERFORMANCE, AND PHOTOGRAPH

1. Submtting Unit Data

a. Unit address.
b. Point of contact.
c. PQOC phone nunber and e-nmail address.

2. Personal Data on Noni nee

a. Ful | Nane of Nom nee:
b. Hone of Record:
c. Place and Date of Birth:

3. School s Att ended

H gh School :

Col | ege(s):

Mlitary School (s): (List all)
Acqui sition Educati on:

Acqui sition Certification Level:

PO oo

4. Awards (Personal and Service)

5. Chronol ogical List of Assignnents (Present to Past)

6. Summary of Performance. The summary of performance will be
submtted in narrative form using 12pt. Courier New font, wll
not exceed three pages, and will support the nom nee’s
qualification for the award.

7. Photograph. (Optional for civilian nom nees) The photograph
will normally be a standard pronotion photograph using the current
edition on MCO P1070.12 as a guide. 1In the event that subm ssion
of a pronotion photograph is not feasible, a standing or seated
bust photograph may be submtted with a brief explanation of the
extenuating circunstances included as a footnote on the bottom of
t he phot ograph page.

ENCLOSURE ( 2)



